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1, (currently amended) A vehicle seat comprising: 

a lower seat portion; 
a back portion; 

wherein at least one of the lower s &at portion and the back portion has: 
a top panel p ortion: and 

a bottom panel portion havi np a surface snhstJmtialW juxtaposed 
with a surface of the top panel portion; 

wherein the lower seat portion and the back portion are formed from at 
least one panel by a method selected from the group consisting of quick plastic forming, 
superplastic forming and sheet hydro-forming; and 

wherein the Iowa* seat portion and the back portion are cooperatively 
configured to form a seat fiame. 

2. (original) The vehicle seat of claim 1, wherein said at least one 
panel is a unitary, one-piece panel 

3. (withdrawn) The vehicle seat of claim 1, wherein said at least one 
panel includes a first, unitary, one-piece panel and a second, unitary, one-piece panel, 
wherein the lower seat portion is formed firam the first, unitary, one-piece panel, and 
wherein the back portion is formed from the second, unitary, on&-piece panel. 

4. (currently amended) The vehicle seat of claim 1, wherem the 
lower seat portion has a lower seat bottom panel portion and a matable lower seat top 
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panel portion, and wherein the back portion has a back bottom panel portion and a 
matable back top panel portion; 

wherein the ton nanel portion is one of the lower seat ton panel portion 
and the back top panel portion and the bottom panel portion is the respective one of the 
lower seat boUom panel portion and the back bottom p anel portion, 

5. (withdrawn) The vehicle seat of claim 4. wherein said at least one 
panel includes a first, unitary, one-piece panel and a second, unitary, one-piece panel, 
wherein the lower seat bottom panel portion and the lower seat top panel portion are 
formed fiom the first, unitary, one-piece panel, and wherein the back bottom panel 
portion and the back top panel portion are formed from the second, unitary, on&^piece 
panel. 

6. (withdrawn) The vehicle seat of claim 5, wherein the first, unitary, 
one-piece panel is characterized by first bend, wherein the lower seat bottom panel 
portion is at a first side of the first bend and the lower seat top panel portion is at a second 
side of the first bend, wherein the second, unitary, one-piece panel is characterized by a 
second bend, and wherein the back bottom panel portion is at a first side of the second 
bend and the back top panel portion is at a second side of the second bend, 

7. (withdrawn) The vehicle seat of claim 4, wherein said at least one 
panel includes a first, unitary, one-piece panel and a second, unitary, one-piece panel, 
wherein the lower seat bottom panel portion and the back bottom panel portion are 
formed fi^m the first, unitary, one-piece panel, and wherein the lower seat top panel 
portion and the back top panel portion are formed fix)m the second, unitary, one-piece 
panel. 

8. (withdrawn) The vehicle seat of claim 7, wherein the first, unitary, 
one-piece panel is characterized by a first bend, wherein the lower seat bottom panel 
portion is at a first side of the first bend and the back bottom panel portion is at a second 
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Side Of the first bend, wherein the second, unitary, one-piece panel is characterized by a 
second bend, and wherein the lower seat top panel portion is at a first side of the second 
bend and the back lop panel portion is at a second side of the second bend. 

9. (cuirently amended) The vehicle seat of claim 4, wherein said at 
least one panel is a unitary, one-piece panel; 

wherein the unitary, one-piece panel is characterized by a first bend, 
wherein the lower seat top panel portion is on a first side of the first bend and the back 
top panel portion is on a second side of the firstbend; 

wherein the unitary, one-piece panel is further characterized by a second 
bend, wherein the lower seat bottom panel portion is on a first side of the second bend 
and the lower seat top panel portion is on a second side of the second bend f^ch that the 

wherein the unitary, one-piece panel is fiirther characterized by a third 

bend; and 

wherein the back top panel portion is on a first side of the third bend and 
die back bottom panel portion is on a second side of the third bend BiH)MMtt|.g!?a<?lc 
hnttom panel pnrtinn is adiac '^nt to the back ton nanel pOftjoA. 

10, (withdrawn) The vehicle seat of claim 1, wherein tiie seat firame is 
mountable with respect to a vehicle such that the seat firame is rigidly attached with 
respect to the vehicle. 

11. (original) The vehicle seat of claim 1, wherein the seat fiame is 
ratable with a seat track member, wherein the seat track member is matable with respect 
to a vehicle, and wherein the seat frame is movable along the seat track member relative 
to the vehicle. 
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12. (withdravm) The vehicle seat of claim 1, wherein the lower seat 
portion and the back portion are operably connectable to apivot linkage such that the 
back portion is pivotable relative to the lower seat portion. 

13. (original) The vehicle seat of claim 1, wherein one of the lower 



seat 



portion and the back portion is adapted to receive a seat cushion. 



14. (withdrawn) The vehicle seat of claim I, wherein the back portion 
is adapted to receive a headrest 

15. (original) The vehicle seat of claim 1. wherein the back portion is 
formed with a headrest portion. 

16. (original) The vehicle seat of claim 1, wherein one of the lower 
seatportion and the backportionis formed with an integral flange, and wherein sai^ 
iraegral flange is connectable withtespectto the otherofthe lower seatportion and the 

back portion to at least partially join said one with respect to said other. 

17. (withdrawn) A method of manufacturing a vehicle seat, the 
method comprising: 

forming a unitary, one-piece panel by a method selected fiom a group 

consisting of quick plastic fonning, superplastic forming and sheet hydroforming. 
wherein the unitary.one-piecepanelhasafirstportionformedasalowerseatportionand 

asecond portion formed asabackportion. wherein the lower seat portionhasalower 
seat bottom panel portion and a lower seat top panel portion, and wherein the back 
portion has abackbottom panel portion and aback top panel portion. 

18. (withdrawn) The method of claim 17, further comprising: 
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bending the unitaiy, one-piece panel between the first portion and the 
second portion; 

bending the unitary, one-piece panel between the lower seat bottom panel 
portion and the lower seat top pand portion; and 

bending the unitary, one-piece panel between the back bottom panel 
portion and the back top panel portion. 

19. (withdrawn) Theraethod of claim 17, further comprising joining 
the first portion and the second portion to one another to form a seat frame. 

20. (withdrawn) The mefliod of claim 17, fiirther comprising providing 
ttie formed panel as a seat frame. 

21 . (currently amended) A vehicle seat comprising: 
a lower seat portion; 

a back portion; 

wherein the lower seat portion has a s^ugated lower seat bottom panel 
portion and a matable lower seat top panel portion[[.3 ]; wh^Hn th. Inw.r sent bottom jmP\ 

. that ^.>^^t»nti.l1 V iuxtamsed with a surface of the lower seat top 

gan^^orto wherdn the back portion has a cwrug^ back bottom panel portion and a 
tnatable back top panel portion; wherein the hack bpttom p^H rort\<m has a surface 
iT,gtantia11v iuy t^ pnafi^ with a f '^^.^ "f the bar,k ton panel portion; 



sui 



wherein the lower seat bottom panel portion, the lower seat top panel portion, 
the back bottom panel portion and the back top panel portion are formed from a unitary, 
one-piece panel; 
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wherein the lower seat portion and the back portion are formed by quick 
plastic forming; and 

wherein the Iowa: seat portion and the back portion are cooperatively 
configured to form a seat firame. 
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